
 

 

    
Minutes of Bembridge Parish Council Meeting held 

at 7.00 pm on Wednesday 16th February 2022, Bembridge Village Hall 
 

Present: Cllr L White (Chair), Cllr P Kenny, Cllr M Sullivan, Cllr R Poncia, Cllr M Groom, Cllr A de Trey, Cllr R Widger, 
Cllr I Davis, Cllr J Lake, Cllr L Mitchell and Mr M Pink (Clerk)  

 

Guest Speaker:  Jeff Walls, Group Commander, Hampshire and Isle of Wight Fire and 
Rescue Service 

 

Public: 11 members of the public 

PUBLIC FORUM  

A member of the public asked the committee about the draft budget. Line 8 (Website), Line 15 (Legal Fees), Line 24 
(The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Event and Line 48 (Cycling and Walking Infrastructure) 

Cllr Kenny answered the questions raised on issues of the budget and the member of the public was permitted the 
right to reply. 

A member of the public asked about an apparent invoice item not appearing on the payments list 

The Clerk responded that the 2 payments referred to show on last month’s and next month’s payment list 

 
1. 014/22 Chair’s Announcements  

Welcome 
Fire Service 
I would like to thank Jeff Walls, Group Commander, Hampshire & IOW Fire and Rescue Service for coming 
tonight to give an update on how the service operates and the co-ordination between Hampshire and the 
IOW in terms of personnel and equipment. 
The Fire Authority is concerned about the situation in Bembridge. I was called today by Cllr Vaughan, Chair of 
Hampshire and IOW Combined Fire Authority expressing that concern and to say he is planning to visit 
Bembridge in the next couple of weeks along with the Assistant Chief Fire Officer & Jeff Walls. This visit will 
be announced as soon as a date is fixed. 
Isle of Wight Coastal Flood Defence Scheme 
The Environment Agency, in partnership with the IW Council is looking to re-furbish existing coastal defences 
to reduce the impact of flooding and coastal erosion events around the IOW coastline. Four priority areas 
have been identified through the IOW Shoreline Management Plan 2 and subsequent studies undertaken by 
the IW Council. The four priority areas in need of initial investment include Embankment Road, Bembridge. 
This work is now progressing to the next stage of the business case development.  
 

2. 015/22 Apologies for Absence 
To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies received from Cllrs Chapman and Brabazon 
Proposed Accepted by Cllr Groom, Seconded by Cllr White 
All in favour 
 
 

 



 

 

3. 016/22 Declarations of Interest 
016/22/01 To receive declarations of pecuniary or other interests relating to items on agenda 
None received  
 
016/22/02 To consider requests and grant dispensations if appropriate 
No requests  
 

4. 017/22 Minutes of the Last Meeting 
017/22/01 To receive for approval minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 19th January 2022 
Proposed by Cllr de Trey, seconded by Cllr Davis 
RESOLVED: Approved minutes of the Full Council Meeting held on 19th January 2022 
All in favour 
 

5. 018/22 Finance 
018/22/01 To receive bank reconciliation and cash balances to 7th February 2022 
RECEIVED  
Appendix A 
 
018/22/02 To approve schedule of payments to 7th February 2022 
Proposed by Cllr De Trey, seconded by Cllr Poncia 
RESOLVED: Approved schedule of payments to 7th February 2022, £11,624.55 payments and £4350.03 
receipts 
All in favour 
 

6. 019/22 Reports, Policies and Procedures 
019/22/01 To receive the Clerks report and update 
RECEIVED  
Appendix B 
 
019/22/02 To receive Isle of Wight Councillors report 
Cllr Robertson was present at the meeting and gave the Committee an update on Flooding, Planning and the 
IW Council budget 
 
019/22/03 To receive reports from Committees/Groups 
RECEIVED – Reports from Environment and Neighbourhood Committee and on The Queen’s Platinum 
Jubilee 
Appendix C 

 
019/22/04 To receive reports from outside bodies 
RECEIVED – Report from the Bembridge Harbour Advisory Group meeting 
Appendix D 

 
019/22/05 To agree Flag Flying Policy 
Proposed by Cllr Davis, seconded by Cllr Sullivan 
RESOLVED: Flag Flying Policy Agreed 
All in favour 
 
019/22/06 To agree Cemetery Policy 
Proposed by Cllr Sullivan, seconded by Cllr Kenny 
RESOLVED: Cemetery Policy Agreed 
8 For           2 Abstentions  
 

7. 020/22 Events 
020/22/01 To agree to Fly the Flag for Commonwealth Day, Monday 14th March 2022, 10am 
020/22/02 To agree to Fly the Flag for St George’s Day, Friday 22nd April 2022, 10am 
020/22/03 To agree to Fly the Flag for Armed Forces Day, Friday 24th June 2022, 10am 
020/22/04 To agree to Fly the Flag for Merchant Navy Day, Monday 4th September 2022, 10am 



 

 

Proposed En Block by Cllr Mitchell, seconded by Cllr Sullivan 
RESOLVED: Flag Flying dates agreed 
All in favour 
 

8. 021/22 Budget 

021/22/01 To discuss and agree the proposed budget agreed by Staffing and Finance Committee for the 

financial year 2022/2023 

Following discussions by Cllrs it was proposed by Cllr Kenny that the draft budget for the financial year 

2022/2023 be approved. Seconded by Cllr Groom 

RESOLVED: Budget for the financial year 2022/2023 approved 
7 For        2 Against          1 Abstention 
 

021/22/02 To agree the precept for the Financial Year 2022 / 2023 

Following discussions by Cllrs it was proposed by Cllr Poncia that the precept demand for the financial year 

be set at £189,300 and approved. Seconded by Cllr Kenny 

RESOLVED: Precept for the financial year 2022/2023 set at £189,300 and approved 
7 For        2 Against          1 Abstention 
 
At this point of the meeting, Cllr Widger handed the Chair his letter of resignation with immediate effect and 
asked to be excused from the rest of the meeting. The Chair reluctantly accepted the resignation and 
excused him from the meeting. The Chair thanked Cllr Widger for his time as a councillor and stated that she 
would write him an official letter. The meeting remained Quorate at 9 Cllrs 
 

9. 022/22 Small Grants (Budget available £1000) 

022/22/01 To consider a small grant request from Victim Support 

It was proposed by Cllr Poncia and seconded by Cllr Sullivan that Victim Support be granted £250.00 along 

with a letter thanking them for their important work 

RESOLVED: Victim Support granted £250.00  
8 For       1 Abstention 
 

022/22/02 To consider a small grant request from Windmills Preschool 

It was proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Kenny that Windmills Preschool be granted £150.00 

RESOLVED: Windmills Preschool granted £150.00  
8 For       1 Abstention 
 

022/22/03 To consider a small grant request from The Wave Project 

It was proposed by Cllr White and seconded by Cllr Sullivan that The Wave Project be granted £300.00, the 

course fee for 1 student 

RESOLVED: The Wave Project granted £300.00  
8 For       1 Abstention 

 

10. 023/22 Staffing 

023/22/01 To receive update on recruitment of Assistant Clerk 

The Clerk gave Cllrs an update. There have been 6 applications for the post of Assistant Clerk 

 

 023/22/02 To agree formation of the interview panel 

 Cllr Kenny stated that the panel should comprise 2 of the Staffing and Finance Committee along with the 

 Clerk. Cllr White proposed that Cllr Kenny and Cllr Brabazon form the panel with the Clerk. Seconded by Cllr 

 Sullivan. It was further agreed that as Cllr Brabazon had yet to be asked, if she was unable to do it then Cllr 

 De Trey would step in. 

RESOLVED: Cllrs Kenny and Brabazon / De Trey to be on the interview panel with the Clerk  
8 For       1 Abstention 



 

 

 

 

 023/22/03 To agree interview panel’s decision will be presented to Full Council for ratification 

 Following discussions, it was agreed that any decision would have to be agreed by Full Council and that the 2 

 best candidates should be asked to give a short presentation to Full Council. Proposed by Cllr De Trey and  

 seconded by Cllr Sullivan 

RESOLVED: Appointment to be approved by Full Council following interview and presentation 
All in favour 

 

11. 024/22 Village Hall Lease 

To consider a request from Village Hall Management Committee to extend lease period and discuss a legal 
review of the Village Hall Lease and instruct Solicitors (£500 - £750 Quoted for amendments) 
Cllr White proposed the review as the lease needs to be updated and extended to allow the Village Hall 

Management Committee to apply for grant funding. Seconded by Cllr De Trey. 

RESOLVED: Approved legal review of the Village Hall Lease and instruct Solicitors 
All in favour 
 

12. 025/22 Captiva Homes 

To discuss and consider 2 Councillors becoming part of a working group to consider a potential development 

at land off Mill Road / High Street, Bembridge 

Discussion amongst Cllrs centred on the Parish Council maintaining a neutral stance on planning matters as it 

is a consultative body. Proposed by Cllr White that the Parish Council does not get involved in this working 

group. Seconded by Cllr Sullivan. 

RESOLVED: Agreed that the Parish Council does not get involved in this working group 
8 For       1 Abstention 
 

13. 026/22 EXCLUSION OF PUBLIC AND PRESS 
To resolve that in accordance with s.1(2) of the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, the press 
and public will be excluded from the following items, having due regard to the confidential nature of the 
business to be transacted 

 Proposed by Cllr White and Seconded by Cllr Sullivan. 
RESOLVED: Approved  
All in favour 

 
 027/22 Procedural 

 

 
 Date of Next Meeting – 16th March 2022, 7.00pm  

 
 

 Meeting Closed 8.59pm 

 

 

 Signed:     Dated: 

 


