
South & South East in Bloom Small Park/Park/Large Park of the Year 
Award 2025

Bembridge Parish Council - Bembridge Parish Council - War Memorial Gardens

SECTION A - Making Way for People Max 
Points

Actual 
Points

Access for all- Fit for purpose, appropriateness and practicality of accesses and 
path network.

1315

Signage and visitor information 1215

SECTION B– Design Max 
Points

Actual 
Points

Appearance and practicality of layout 1720

SECTION C– Welfare of Park Users Max 
Points

Actual 
Points

Staff/voluntary presence * 910

Control of dog fouling 1010

SECTION D– Facilities (Appropriate provision, accessibility and appearance of facilities) Max 
Points

Actual 
Points

Maintenance of facilities * 1925

SECTION E - Maintenance (Quality of horticultural and sports turf maintenance) Max 
Points

Actual 
Points

Judges should ascertain if there is evidence of concern, checks and solutions for 
Armillaria, Ash Die Back, Phytophthora, Box Blight etc.

Trees, shrubs, herbaceous, seasonal planting, ponds & lakes and sports areas 
especially tree health.

1725

SECTION F –Maintenance of hard landscape features Max 
Points

Actual 
Points

Paths, benches, bins, play areas and artificial surfaces 810

Control of litter, graffiti & vandalism 1010

SECTION G– Environmental sustainability (Management of natural resources) Max 
Points

Actual 
Points

Planting schemes which are achieving sustainability, reducing the use of scarce 
resources such as water and peat *

1620

SECTION H–Conservation Max 
Points

Actual 
Points
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Management of natural features, wildlife and flora * 020

SECTION I - Community Involvement Max 
Points

Actual 
Points

Volunteering & promotion of the park as a community resource 1820

Total Points Awarded 165

Award Nomination Silver-Gilt

Maximum Points Available 200

Areas of Achievement

Areas for Development

The war memorial garden is situated in the heart of Bembridge Village centre and provides for a restful and tranquill 
setting set amongst well maintained gardens run by a group of dedicated volunteers whom work year round to 
ensure the small and attractively designed green space is kept looking its best.  The planting is set in well defined 
borders that hold home to a diverse mix with some matures trees, herbaceous and shrubs along with an element of 
seasonal floral bedding at focal points with the central lawn cut in keeping with the manicured memorial status as it 
appropriately should be. Planting as well as being very colourful  has been chosen to be beneficial to pollinators.  A 
store area for tools, watering cans and general materials has been cleverly consealed behind screening where there 
are also a number of functioning compost heaps.  The central memorial is impressive and very well maintained along 
with the surrounding paths and seating all suited to the design and location with the site presented very clean 
throughout.  There is no doubt that the love care and dedication given by the volunteers benefits the wider village 
community, its visitors and residents  alike for which they should be applauded.

The borders although very well presented, would benefit from an application of manure or green waste applied 
through the winter along with a good organic fertlizer which would help to address some of the nutrient deficiency 
that was apparent with some species.  It would be good to see the work of the volunteers noted with some on site 
information, the plants used within the borders and seasonal species of interest to wider inform its users.  Some gap 
filling both in the main borders and by the second memorial plaque is needed to bulk out the planting as well as 'ice 
the cake' as it were.   There was no evidence in the use of mulches which would not only help in weed suppression 
but help with water retention and generally better set off what is a lovely green space.  There is no doubt that with 
some additional measures taken as mentioned that this important little treasure can progress to the desired grade in 
the near future.

Results

Level Description Points

Certificate 0 77-

Bronze 78 108-

Silver 109 138-

Silver-Gilt 139 169-

Gold 170 200-
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