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Clerk’s Report 19th March 2025 

 

Matters arising from previous meeting: 

Minute No: 17/25 

The Village Hall has been booked for the evening of Wednesday 14th May for the Annual 

Parish Meeting.  

 

Event/Project updates: 

VE Day, In Bloom and the Community & Environment Day planning are continuing at pace 

and updates will be provided at agenda item 6.4. 

 

Mrs Lindsey Newberry and Mrs Ally De Trey, members of the Environment and 

Neighbourhood Committee, held a Plastic Free exhibition in the Community Library during 

the first two weeks of March, spreading information to visitors about the Plastic Free 

Community initiative. We have now completed 88% of the requirements needed to make 

Bembridge the first area on the Isle of Wight to achieve Plastic Free Community 

accreditation. 

 

The third surgery for PCSO Steve Hull at the Parish Office will be held on Monday 17th Mar at 

5:00pm.  

Lengthsmen updates: 

The Lengthsmen have been mainly levelling graves in the cemeteries this month.  

They have also made a start on laying a new, wider path along the side of the Village Hall. 

The aim is to ensure that trip hazards are removed to aid access to the rear of the property. 

The side path will eventually be joined to a rear path and accessible ramp to the rear fire 

door. 

In addition, they have been attempting to take the remainder of their annual leave before 

the beginning of the new financial year.  



Items on the Agenda: 

Agenda item 7: Parish Council Elections 2025 
 
As you should all know by now the Parish Council elections will be taking place on Thursday 

1st May. 

Please see below for the latest information from Nolan Winter, Senior Electoral Services 

Officer at IoWC: 

‘Firstly, may we apologise for not responding sooner to those of that you have previously 

emailed regarding the Town, Parish and Community Council elections to be held on Thursday 

1 May 2025. 

However, we can now confirm that the publication of the Notice of Election will be Tuesday 

25 March 2025 with Receipt of Nominations being 4pm, Wednesday 2 April 2025. 

 For your information, a nomination pack, which includes a timetable, have been included 

with this email. Forms can also be viewed and downloaded on the following Town, Parish 

and Community Council Elections 2025. 

We are conscious that this is an unsettling time for all with regards to timescales and 

potential costs that could be incurred by the Town, Parish and Community Councils.  

 With regards to these costs, it is incredibly difficult to give an exact figure as it will depend 

on several factors, including:  

• Number of wards that are contested 

• Number of electors within contested electoral areas 

• Number and cost of polling stations within the electoral area 

• Number of postal votes both issued and received back 

• Whether Poll Cards are issued or not 

• Whether there is a combined election with a IWC Vacancy 

• Associated count venue and staff costs (dependent on number of contested wards) 

 The Isle of Wight Council are fully aware of the financial pressures that the unique situation 

for the 2025 elections could place on Town, Parish and Community Councils. As a result, we 

are pro-actively exploring opportunities to mitigate costs for you and you will have received 

an email from the Chief Executive setting out the approach we are taking. 

 

 

https://www.iow.gov.uk/council-and-councillors/elections/elections-management/town-parish-and-community-council-elections-2025/
https://www.iow.gov.uk/council-and-councillors/elections/elections-management/town-parish-and-community-council-elections-2025/


We are however aware, that a significant cost is related to poll cards and postal votes.  To 

aid you in calculating potential costs please refer to the two examples below for approximate 

costs: 

Example 1 

3,000 Electors within ward, Poll Cards Issued, 500 Postal Votes Issued, 250 Postal Votes 

Returned, 1 Polling Station. Total Cost £4,500 

Example 2 

500 Electors within ward, Poll Cards not Issued, 90 Postal Votes Issued, 40 Postal Votes 

Returned, 2 Polling Stations. Total Cost £2,500 

In both examples there will be additional charges to cover staffing costs, but these will not 

be known until the number of contested elections have been confirmed. 

We will require a decision to be made by each Town, Parish or Community Council as to 

whether Poll Cards are required. The default position is that they will not be issued unless 

they are specifically requested. For information, the costs per poll card is approximately 

£0.70 including printing and delivery (£0.10 for printing and £0.60 for delivery).  

This decision will be required by 4pm, Wednesday 2 April 2025 at the very latest. 

As an alternative to poll cards, Isle of Wight Council’s communications team intend to 

support Town, Parish and Community Council elections with a voter awareness campaign 

between now and the declaration of results.  This will include press releases and social media 

activity relating to: 

• Informing the public that Town & Parish Councils have elections on 1 May 

• The deadlines to register to vote and for postal votes & to obtain free voter ID  

• Looking out for delivery of postal votes / new postal vote rules               

• Location of polling stations / Don’t forget your ID           

• How to find out about election results 

  

There will also be an e-newsletter distributed to voluntary organisations and stakeholder 

groups with election information as well as further communications activity to support these 

elections. 

We are of course always happy to provide guidance where we are able to, and further 

information will be available once we have passed the close of nominations on Wednesday 2 

April 2025.’ 

 



Bembridge has a North (1423 electors) and South (1710 electors) ward, and we have two 

polling stations (Village Hall and Methodist Church). We therefore do not fit into either of 

the examples provided, making an estimate of costs difficult.  

I have also been in conversation with other Island Clerks, and both Ryde and Nettlestone & 

Seaview suggested that a fair estimation of costs would probably be to take the amount 

spent in 2021, add an amount for inflationary impact, and multiply by three. 

We need to multiply by three due to the fact that in 2021 we were able to share the cost 

with the Police and Crime Commissioner elections, and the Isle of Wight Council elections. In 

2025 there are no PCC elections and, unless there is a by-election in Bembridge, then there 

will be no IoWC elections. 

In 2021 we spent a little under £3,000. Therefore, following the above advice would lead to 

an estimate of around £10,000 for 2025.  

Please note that we have £5,000 in the 25/26 budget for elections. If the costs were to be in 

the region of £10,000 then we would therefore be approx. £5,000 over budget on that line. 

However, I also enquired with Nolan about costs if elections were uncontested and his reply 

is below: 

‘Good Afternoon Mark, 

If we receive less nominations than number of seats, then those validly nominated are 

elected uncontested and any remaining seats can be co-opted to afterwards as long as the 

Council quorate. The charge for an uncontested election is an administration cost of £24. If 

the Council is not quorate then a fresh election will be held within 35 workings days of the 

original day of poll.’ 

I have also checked the criteria for ‘General Power of Competence’ and also application for 

Quality Gold Council status. In both cases there is a requirement for  

‘The number of councillors elected at the last ordinary election, or at a subsequent by-

election, must equal or exceed two thirds of its total number of councillors’. 

However, it also goes on to state: 

‘Elected councillors include all councillors who stood for election whether or not the election 

was contested. Co-opted or appointed councillors do not count as they are not elected. 

The total number of councillors means the number of seats on the council including those 

that might be vacant.’  

 

 

 

 



This would mean that if by the 2nd April IoW Electoral Services have received 6 or fewer 

nominations for the Council vacancies in each ward, those nominated will be elected in an 

uncontested election, meaning that the cost to the Council would be minimal. If the number 

of total nominations, and therefore elected Councillors is 8 or more then the new Council 

will still meet the requirements for General Power of Competence and Quality Gold 

applications.  

As a Council we will obviously do all that we can to advertise, promote and encourage 

Parishioners to stand for election to the Parish Council. As a Parish it is far healthier for 

democracy if local people are invested and involved in local politics. I would therefore 

suggest that the Council prepares for the above mentioned overspend of up to £5,000 but is 

aware of the various outcomes dependent upon number of nominations. 

With the above information in mind, the Council need to decide if it will require the issuing 

of Poll Cards by the IoWC Electoral Services. 

 

Agenda item 8: Steyne Park 

A full report on the latest plans for Steyne Park regeneration will follow separately. 

Agenda item 9: Financial Regulations 2025 
And 
Agenda item 10: Asset Register 2024/25 
 
It is a requirement for the 2024/25 AGAR for the Full Council to have minuted that it has 

reviewed and adopted/agreed its Financial Regulations and Asset Register. 

Agenda item 11: Asset Revaluation 

Unfortunately, despite many efforts we have not been able to obtain the fully revalued asset 

list from the company that the Council agreed to contract with in March 2024 Minute No: 

44/24. 

It is therefore requested that the Council cancel the previous resolution and resolve for the 

Clerk to obtain new quotes for the work to be carried out. 

 

Thank you, 

Mark Rochell, Clerk/RFO Bembridge Parish Council. 

 


