
Joe Robertson report for Bembridge Parish Council – 16th October 2024 

This week is flood awareness week which coincides with the recent publication of another round of 

s19 Flood Reports for various places across the Island. None relate to Bembridge this time but it is a 

timely and frustrating reminder that our own report from the events of July 2021 is beginning to 

gather dust with little action flowing from it. It is not through lack of trying locally with both the 

Parish Council and I pushing as hard as we can, including obtaining quotes for work, meeting with the 

Council, Island Roads and the Environment Agency. It seems the age old problem of communication 

breakdown or mistrust between those key stakeholders continues to be a block. In my role as MP I 

will be pulling together the shared frustrations of different East Wight communities and going to 

more senior levels (particularly within the Environment Agency) to say enough is enough. These s19 

Flood Reports are a joke if nothing is done to implement their recommendations. If I need to join 

forces with cross-Party MPs I will do that. Just today (Wednesday) I joined the All Party Parliamentary 

Group for Flooding in order to make better MP connections on this issue.  

I have met with the Integrated Care Board to ask it to come forward with a proper plan to get more 

NHS dentistry on the Island. As we know there is a shortage of dentists but the ICB also issue 

inflexible contracts meaning at least one large practice could provide more NHS appointments ion 

the Island but is unable to do so because of the local contract. The ICB will be reissuing their 

contracts next year with more flexibility. I asked the Secretary of State Wes Streeting if he would 

provide “golden hellos” to practices to incentivise new dentists to come to the Island. I am told two 

have now been allocated for the Isle of Wight meaning practices can offer substantial cash incentives 

for new starters. 

I was able to attend the September meeting of the Isle of Wight Council as Parliament was in recess. 

Working with cross-Party councillors, we drafted a motion on ferries which passed with unanimous 

support which will help Richard Quigley and I bring further pressure on the Government to 

intervene. If the Government implements its plans to renationalise train companies, and bring buses 

under local control (which it almost certainly will) then Isle of Wight residents are likely to become 

the only community in the UK to be entirely reliant on unregulated, private, foreign owned, debt 

laden companies for essential travel like health, accessing work, seeing relatives or accessing other 

essential services not available on the Island. That should not be allowed to happen.  

In the next few weeks my MP constituency office will be opening in Shanklin. The best way to contact 

me in my capacity as MP is by email: joe.robertson.mp@parliament.uk 


