Bembridge Parish Council:

Putting climate and nature at the heart of decision
making

Our goal is to ensure that the climate and nature emergencies are considered
in all our decisions. Through inclusive engagement with citizens we will ensure
that the changes made are sustainable. We wiill...

Tick

Check whether all our decisions would help to meet national and
local net zero carbon targets, improve air pollution and protect and
restore nature.

Identify a councillor as lead officer as Climate and Nature Champion.
Establish a Council sustainability working group of local citizens to
identify and action initiatives to pursue climate emergency and
nature goals.

Align all our council statutory and non-statutory plans, policies and
guidance with our climate, nature, and green economy goals, including
areas such as procurement and planning

Review and improve how we involve citizens in our existing decision-
making processes, including improved communications such as web
sites and ad hoc village meetings focused on climate and nature issues.




Protect the most vulnerable

Our goalis to ensure that people most vulnerable to the effects of climate
change are properly supported and protected. We will...
Tick

Identify the most vulnerable people in neighbourhoods most at risk of
extreme weather events and fuel poverty, and with the least good
quality green space.

Ensure that the voices of the most vulnerable communities are also
represented in council decision making and council-citizen
deliberations.

Buildings

Our goalis to encourage all homes to be well insulated to a minimum of EPC
level C, to eradicate fuel poverty as fast as possible. We will...

Tick

Help owner-occupied and holiday let homes be more energy
efficient. For example, by supporting energy companies to provide
fuel-poor or vulnerable households with insulation and
communicating energy efficiency schemes to the parish.

Require through the Neighbourhood development Plan policies that
new housing development is zero carbon by 2025, including
incorporation of renewable energy in the development, using low
carbon materials, and building to extremely high energy efficient
standards, (higher than current national standards) using the
Passivhaus standard or similar. (www.thefloodhub.co.uk/planning-
development)

Ensure the county council’'s compliance with energy efficiency
standards set by Building Regulations and with Local Plan policy
during construction and renovation and ensure the county council
verification of energy efficiency performance on completion. Where
there is non-compliance - lobby for change.



http://www.thefloodhub.co.uk/planning-development
http://www.thefloodhub.co.uk/planning-development

Require all the council’'s own or rented housing, plus housing built-
on council-owned land, (should the parish own any in the future), to
be extremely high energy efficient standards, using the Passivhaus

standard or similar.

Transport

Our goalis to significantly and rapidly increase the proportion of people that
travel by cycling, e-bikes and walking, as well as public transport when safe
to do so, in order meet World Health Organisation's air pollution standards

and climate goals. We will...

Tick

Enable a rapid shift to electric vehicles by installing electric
vehicle charging points.

Prioritise transport investment in cycling, walking, trams, and
public transport, with a priority of following the LCWIP. Bembridge,
Brading and St Helen's Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plan,
increasing space for pedestrians, and where appropriate
encourage the introduction of a 20-mph speed limit.

Deliver a transition of the council’s own vehicles, motor mowers and
hired transport to electric vehicles.

Reduce the need to own and use a car by requiring that the
location and design of new developments be accessible by safe
cycling, walking routes and good quality public transport, and
situated close to key services.




Energy

Our goalis to enable and support the growth and use of renewable
energy, ensure energy is not wasted, and prevent the development of
new fossil fuel extraction. We will...

Tick

Switch street lighting to well-designed and well-directed LED lights,
where possible wildlife friendly lights - Low pressure sodium lights are
best for wildlife LED streetlights .

Reduce energy used by the council in our own estate through the
installation of solar panels, heat pumps, heat recovery systems and other
energy efficient measures

Waste and Pollution

Our goalis to be a sustainable consumption and zero-waste area, where
all waste is minimised, recycled or reused as part of a circular economy
approach. We will...

Encourage local initiatives to clean up coastal areas from plastic and other
pollution.

Engage with local and national groups to track water pollution and take
action when necessary to remedy any local pollution problems.

Encourage a reduction in the use of single-use plastic in council premises
and with local businesses gain certification for plastic free enterprise.

Tick



Impact of climate change

Establish a resilience group to monitor the impact of climate change on
flood prevention. Communicate risk to the community and protect
vulnerable homes from flooding. Engage all local authorities and National
environmental agencies in work needed to keep the parish flood free.

Monitor the impact of rising sea levels on the parish coast and plan for any
future significant changes

Actively engage with local planning authorities and private developers to
ensure all new developments comply with National standards for drainage
and take into account potential climate change. Ensure that new development
does not increase flood risk elsewhere in Bembridge. Avoid development in areas
at risk from flooding. Ensure that development is appropriately flood resilient and
resistant and that major developments incorporate sustainable drainage systems

Influencing others

Our goal is to encourage and support other entities with their



contribution to addressing the climate and nature emergency. We will...
Tick

Use council memberships of local enterprise partnerships such
as www.solentpartners.com., to ensure all their decisions are in
line with the rapid growth of the green economy, climate
reduction pathways and nature restoration plans. Work with the
County Council Environment and Sustainability Forum and with
Together for Mission Zero https://togetherformissionzero.co.uk/

Use influence with others, for example with schools to ensure the
buildings are zero-carbon, the environment is central to teaching,
and purchasing is green (eg, meals follow the official Eatwell Guide
on healthy eating and most menu options are plant-based, with less
and better meat or fish as other options).

Land use and nature

Our goal is to ensure everyone has access to nature in nearby green
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spaces and to restore nature, including to help draw down carbon
pollution from the atmosphere. We will...

Tick

Increase tree cover on council-owned land, update local planning
strategies to significantly increase tree cover across the Parish, and
ensure existing trees are properly protected, in order to store
carbon, support nature, aid flood protection and deliver mental
health benefits.

Protect existing local green spaces, the green belt and locally
designated nature sites and ensure public access to local authority
owned green spaces, including the RSPB reserve.

Manage council-owned land and road verges to increase
biodiversity and draw down carbon pollution, including through
reduced pesticide use and increased planting of wildflowers.

Protect local nature reserves, including the foreshore and RSBP
reserve, and develop new good quality green spaces in areas which
fall short of recommended minimum levels (2 hectares of green
space within 5 minutes’ walk), particularly in areas where people have
less access to private gardens.




